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The 2016-2017 year was another year of growth at MLC. 
I’m thrilled to share this snapshot of our work, highlighting 
growth in our students, programs, and staff. None of these 
accomplishments would be possible without our amazing 
donors, partners, and families. Thank you for your continued 
support and stay tuned for more great news in the coming 
year. It’s going to be amazing!

Sincerely,

Amy Gudmestad 
Executive Director

Minnesota Life College serves adults with autism spectrum disorders and other 
learning differences on our campus in Richfield, MN. Our students come from across 
the country and many of them choose to stay and make the Richfield area their 
permanent home as they live independently with the skills they learned at MLC. Our 
three primary programs are:

The Undergraduate Program (UG), established in 1996, teaches the core skills that 
we believe are essential to live independently within a community. We provide 
residential-based instruction and support on independent living skills, employment 
skills and social skills, using a holistic, strength-based model of education. Our 
Undergraduate Program currently has 37 students, including our largest freshman 
class to date of 18 individuals. 

After completing UG, students can opt to join the Community Living Program 
(CLP). Graduates who are living independently in their own apartment, using public 
transportation and are often employed in competitive community employment, 
use the CLP for access to a community of supportive relationships, positive 
choices and healthy activities within the Twin Cities. Since its inception in 2005, this 
program has had a dramatic increase in participants enrolled. The CLP program is 
currently serving 62 adults and we anticipate continued growth into the future.

The Summer Internship Program (SIP) offers a residential 3 week summer session 
to high school and transition age individuals with learning differences and autism 
spectrum disorders. SIP students work on skills similar to UG, but in a limited time 
frame. We provide an apartment living experience that includes skill building in the 
areas of cooking, cleaning, budgeting and transportation. We also provide training 
internships to our participants via our corporate partnerships in the community. 

To transform 
the lives of 
individual 
and families 
affected 
by autism 
spectrum 
and learning 
differences.
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Added a new
SPECIALIST
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HEALTHY
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through a new 
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Roommates, 
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and Small 
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Audited financial reports are available upon request 
from Tim J. Peterson at tpeterson@mnlifecollege.org

ASSETS	
Cash and cash equivalents	 $306,979
Accounts and contributions  
receivable, net	 $218,228
Other assets	 $64,394
Property and Equipment, net	 $599,275
Investments	 $1,024,061
Total Assets	 $2,212,937

LIABILITIES	
Current liabilities	 $278,803
Long-term debt	 $159,675
Total Liabilities	 $438,478

NET ASSETS	
Unrestricted	 $312,501
Board designated	 $1,427,489
Temporarily restricted	 $34,469
Total Net Assets	 $1,774,459

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $2,212,937
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$50,000 - $100,000
Phillip and Jill Lighty

$25,000 - $49,999
Western Refining

$15,000 - $24,999
Best Buy
Caliber Foundation
Family of Jerry and Jean Marie Foss
Beverly and Roe Hatlen,  

and the Hatlen Foundation
Mark and Mary Ziegler

$10,000 - $14,999
Dellora A & Lester J Norris Foundation
Paul and Julie Gulstrand
John and Shirley Horn
Steven and Pamela Schupbach
The Richard M. Schulze Family 

Foundation
Suellen and David Thompson
Ginny and Michael Walters

$5,000 - $9,999
Evan and Sarabeth Ackerman
Dale E. and Jolita D. Benson
Charter Oak Foundation
Judge Kathie Constantine and  

Mike Bono
Kay Constantine
Doug and Julie Craven
Kai and Amy Gudmestad
Larson King

Craig MacLeod
Mark Milberger
Kurt and Ann Owen
Jeff and Susan Thayer
Walser Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
One Anonymous Donor
Ameriprise Financial  

Employee Giving Campaign
Geoff Barnard and Diane Vosick
Blake and Nancy Barnes
Rob and Nancy Bass
Karen Beltz
Wendy and Howard Bennis
Tony and Lucy Bergmann
Jay Bruber
Pat  and Trina Bryant
Adrienne and Joseph Carrica
Jeff and Pam Clarkin
Courtney Colby 
Craig-Hallum Capital Group LLC
Mary and Joseph Crippen
Dave and Jodi Dent
Gayla Dyvelbiss
Dennis Eckberg 
Edina Rotary Club Foundation
William and Lucille Fetter
Nicole Fetter 
John and Lisa Freeman
Jeffrey and Judy Gauvin
Robert E. and Joan P. Gerring
Donald Miller and Debrah Glennen
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty &  

Bennett, PA
Jennifer and Damon Greene
Kim and Kay Gudmestad
Steve Hargarten and Janis Cohn
Frederick and Jennifer Harris
Rick and Kate Hartfiel

Healthtel, LLC
Connie Henderson
James and Lonnie Henderson
Clifford Hoffman
Roger and Ricka Holmgren
Marygrace and Michael Horner
Glenn and Dr. Susan Isensee
Jerry’s Enterprises Inc
Deborah Johnston
Scott and Marianne Kipp
Michelle Kipp
Troy and Julie Kirchner
Tom Knoll 
Dr. John and Jennifer Lammert
LoRene and Steven Leikind
Littler Mendelson, PC
Christopher and Susan Lyons
Stuart and Mary Lou  

McClellan-Johnson
Robert and Cheryl McLean
CLP Family Association
Arthur and Christine Monzingo
John and Cheryl Ossenfort
Mark Otness
Nan Owen and John Lavander
Geoff Paine and Elizabeth Kessler
Dr. William and Suzanne Payne
Rabbit Creek
RBC Wealth Management,  

RBC Foundation
Thomas and Linda Rundle
SC Johnson & Son, Inc.
Jim Schagh and Nancy Kipp
Barbara M Spokes
Eric Taubenberger
Katherine Taylor
Chaim and Evelyn Teitelbaum
Howard and Marlies Terpning
Naomi and David Tetzlaff
Kierstyn Thayer

Donors
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Verizon Foundation
John Vosick
Wendy Weisman
Douglas and Gayle Willey
Michael Zalk
Gretchen Ziegler

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Bonnie Becker
Diana and Steve Benjamin
Allison Berth
Rochelle Brandl
Sally Combs
Linda and Ned Congdon
Brian and Elizabeth Dillon
Duggan Foundation
Andrea and Steve Erickson
Bonnie Erickson 
Michael Erickson and Jody Anderson
Craig Evans 
Nichole Fairbanks 

Linda Fowler
Fox Rothschild LLP
Daniel and Karen Goedken
Robin Hartwell 
Lucy Heegaard 
Dan Hogan 
Jay Jackley 
Brad and Cindy Johanson
Gary and Marianne Josephson
Colleen and James Kennedy
Jim and Jill Krogstad
Richard Libby and Margaret Saline
Kurt and T.C. Loving
William McIntyre
Mary McKinley and Larry Young
Rebecca Meinz
Tom Melhorn 
Betty Milberger
Amy Mitchell
Bennie Monzingo
Marko and Robann Otto Mrkonich

Theodore and Judy Nagel
Douglas and Rebecca Neve
Harlan Newell
Tim J. Peterson
David and Sarah Poindexter
Robert Purdy
Brandon and Julianne Raatikka
Frank and Diana Reiter
Michele Rifkin
Thomas and Susan Roberts
Drew Rosielle and Sarah Thompson
Andy and Lisa Sackreiter
Pamela Sartell
Scott and Anne Saveraid
Duane Scarboro 
Catherine Schagh
Jim and Carrie Schwert
Tanna and Mark Sobocinski
Brien and Kristine Spanier
Doug and Wendy Steele
Cathy Stepanik 
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Lyle and Gail Torgerson
Robert and Ardelle Torkelson
Brandt and Wesley Uthus
Robin Wagner
Kenneth and Dianne Wedge
Randy Werner 
Kristi and Matthew Wright
Laurie Zenner 
Peggy and Tony Zodrow

$1 - $499
Three Anonymous Donors
Sara Aase
Joe and Julie Abelovitz
George Agoranos
Amy Albinger
AmazonSmile
Jeanne M. Anderson and  

Anthony P. Nelson
Ken Atkinson 
Steve and Diane Autey
Sherryl Bandt
Jessica Bauer 
Nola Becher
Jennifer Becker Rowell
Nancie Bennett
Joseph Bergmann 
Seth Bird
Jenna Brandt 
Scott and Kerry Brons
Susan Brown
Erik Brown and Barbara Weinstein
Karen Campbell
Hakan and Ella Carlsson 
Aaron and Kara Carper
Jean and Marc Carrier
Karen Charlson
Casey Cheeseman
Jianhong Chen
Scott Childs

Lisa Christensen
Anthony Cianci
Denise Ciola
Christine and Josh Cleveland
John and Peggy Collins
Peter Crippen
Hannah Crippen 
Diane Cross 
Rashad Crutchfield
Philip and Joan Currie
Bruce H. and Martha A. Danielson
Paige Danielson 
Joan Dauphinee
Susan Davis 
Anthony deSam Lazaro
Christopher and Laurie Develice
Heather and Brett Dupont
Eide Bailly LLP
Kay Eisenbise
Carrie Ellington 
Nita and Eldean Enderson
Brian and Dawn Erdman
Marty and Ann Ericson
John T. Everett and Kim L. Keprios
Terry J. Fischer and  

Kristin N. Hankwitz
Anna and Michael Fitzgerald
Molly Fitzgerald 
Glen Fladeboe
Betty Fremont
Jim and Michele Frome
Kathleen and Ronald Fuell
Matt and Liz Furman
Julie Gabriel
Victor and Tricia Garry
Luisa Gerasimo and Mike Helfman
Pilar Gerasimo
Richard Gilliard 
Walter George Glascoff
Sylvia Glynn 

Sarah Gorajski 
James Gotta 
Alice Govig
Patrick Grant
Judd Greenagel and Jennifer Laverman
Tessa Gudmestad
Candace Hall 
Jordan and Josie Hargarten
Bill and Debbie Harnen
Shawn Hartfeldt
Brian and Mary Hassinger
Dennis and Kay Hawley
Aaron Helfman
Paula and Doug Hemer
Sherre Hemming and Lisa Lavin
Claudia Hendrix
Kathleen Higgins
Ryan and Anna Hilfers 
Jody and Al Hilgers
Joan Hoffman
Hannah Horn
Debra Houdek
Jim and Kathryn House
Stephen and Dixie Houston
Rebekah Hudock
Carole and John Humphrey
Megan Humphries
Abdi Iman 
Jeremy Isensee
Kristin and Trevor James
Daniel Japuntich and  

Dr. Dorothy Edelson
Sandra and Robert Jenks
Lake Johnson 
Lance and Janet Johnson
Mark and Jennifer Johnson
Richard Johnson
Rusty and Adrienne Jonas
Jayne Jones
Monte and Cynthia Jones
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Nina Jonson
Lisa Keitel and Eric Sjostrom
Layne and Martha Kennedy
Ron and Pamela Ketchem
Karen Kirchner
Martin Kirsch
Suzanne Kisa 
Marilyn Kjorlien
Arthur Klassen
Marie Therese Klepinski
Elise Kling
Paul Kling
Tim Klinkhammer 
 Bill Knopp 
Emily Lammert
Jessica Lane 
Julie Lang
Jeff and Sondra Lazer
Caroline Lee
Thomas and Barbara Lee
Nancy Lerach
Krissa Lietz
Paul and Sarah Lindemann
Camille Loughlin

Steve Loughlin
Kevin and Andrea Lussier
Nicole Lussier
John Markert 
Jay and Merrill Martin
Katie McCleish 
Kelly McDevitt-Smith
Molly McGaffic 
Steven McGlennen 
Elizabeth McNaughton
Medtronic Foundation  

Volunteer Grant Program
Tom Meehan
Marie Meglen
Cathy Mendenhall
Dale C. and Kristi P. Mensch
Neil and Gail Meyer
Gary and Pamela Mills
Marilyn Mitchell
David Morehouse and  

Christie Paulsen
Kelly Moriarity 
John Moriarty and  

Lynne Ziegler-Moriarty
Amy Myers

Natalie Nauman
Michael and Susan Nigbur
Bryan Nodorft
Diane Nordstrom
Tony Novak 
Mark Nunemacher 
Kevin and Mary O’Hara
Erin O’Kane
Ian O’Neill 
David and Suanne Orenstein
Debbie Pepe
Heidi Perez
Tim Perfitt 
David and Nancy Peterson
Jenn and Adam Peterson
Neal Peterson and Deanna Thompson
Addison  and Cindy Piper
Edward J. and Peggy L. Pluimer
Kathleen Possai
Pat Pulice 
Lilly Ramey 
James and Martha Ramuta
Eric and Brenda Raney
DeAnne and Gary Rauschendorfer
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Kathy Renk 
Alyssa Ritter
Bill and JoAnn Robb
Holly Robbins 
Julia Robinson
Eric and Lynn Rudolph
Jack Rugroden
Ashley Rundle
Lindsey Ryan
Marjorie Saline
Rosalie Samaha
Sena Samaha
Richard and Annette Sattler
Cathy and David Scanlon
Elizabeth Schaffer 
Gordon and Kathleen Schiltz
Peter and Shannon Schroeder
Leo Schroeder
Marlene Schwartz
Mari Scotch
Chris Scotti 
Linda Semmler
Dennis and Barbara Senneseth
Deanna and John Seppanen
The Sherralise Group LLC
Alex Sievers 
Connie Sillerud 
Julia Simenson-Smith
Patricia Smuda-Behr
Brenda and Susan Sunderdance
William E. Sutherland
Joanie Swanson
David Swenson
Ashley and Tim Tatge
Mark C. Taylor and Jane Mercier
Sam Teitelbaum 
Tracy Templeton 
Mark Templeton 
Kristin Teply 

Steve and Susan Thinnes
Tula and George Thiros
Brennon and Lynn Thomas
David and Kathryn Thomas
Mark and Marjore Thompson
Thrivent Financial Foundation
Kearney and Janis Triplett
John Truax 
Audrey and Barry Ultmann
Tom and Anna Underdahl
Mary Ursu
Michelle Vosick
Gretchen Vrieze
Marianne Waege
Billy and Mary Walters
Alex Walters
Lew and Laura Webb
John and Mary Weishan
Annette and Steven White
Ricky Whitmore
Lyn Widner 
Nick Wiebusch 
Lois C. Willand
Roger Wolter 
Michael and Pamela Woytcke
Cheryl and Steve Ylvisaker
David Zalk
Patrick Zant
Scott Zastoupil and Becky Waege
Erin Zolotukhin-Ridgway
Dwight Zulauf

In-Kind Donors
Joe and Julie Abelovitz
Amy Albinger
Lisa Anistasi
Barbette Resturant
Blake and Nancy Barnes
Rob and Nancy Bass
Brad and Gwen Beard

Karen Beltz
Diana and Steve Benjamin
Alan Bergo
Bloomington Chop House
Blue Plate Restaurant Group
Brave New Workshop
The Break Room
Scott and Kerry Brons
Pat and Trina Bryant
Buffalo Billfold Company
Aaron and Kara Carper
Adrienne and Joseph Carrica
Chipotle
Jeff and Pam Clarkin
CONQUER Ninja Warrior
John Each
Fertile Future, LLC
Katharine Fitzgerald
Toni Flaherty
Patricia Floyd
Linda Fowler
Fox Rothschild LLP
Kathleen and Ronald Fuell
Jeffrey and Judy Gauvin
Luisa Gerasimo and Mike Helfman
Carl J Gramentz
Kai and Amy Gudmestad
Guthrie Theater
Bill and Debbie Harnen
Rick and Kate Hartfiel
Brian and Mary Hassinger
Robert and Tracy Hibbard
Hilgers Werner LLC
Roger and Ricka Holmgren
Christine Horner
Marygrace and Michael Horner
Debra Houdek
Glenn and Dr. Susan Isensee
Daniel Japuntich and  

Dr. Dorothy Edelson



Brad and Cindy Johanson
Jayne Jones
Nina Jonson
Gary and Marianne Josephson
Mark Josephson
Juut Salon Spa
Colleen and James Kennedy
Layne and Martha Kennedy
Jane and Robert Bensch Kuhn
Todd Laabs
Lakeside Wines and Spirits
LoRene and Steven Leikind
Richard Libby and Margaret Saline
Phillip and Jill Lighty
Linden Hills Co-op
Natalie Losurdo
Camille Loughlin
Christopher and Susan Lyons
Mall of America
Nori Miller
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Minnesota Lynx Foundation
Minnesota Orchestra
Minnesota Timberwolves  

FastBreak Foundation
Minnesota Wild
Michael and Susan Nigbur
Cindy Nollette
Kevin and Mary O’Hara
Rick and Pam Olsen

Geoff Paine and Elizabeth Kessler
Park Tavern
Gretchen Peck
Jenn and Adam Peterson
PinKU Japanese Street Food
Eric and Brenda Raney
Betty Rauschendorfer
DeAnne and Gary Rauschendorfer
Red Barn Farm
Red Rabbit Restaurant
Thomas and Linda Rundle
Jim Schagh and Nancy Kipp
Scheels Sporting Goods
Brien and Kristine Spanier 
Joanie Swanson
Eric Swoverland
Chaim and Evelyn Teitelbaum
Jeff and Susan Thayer
Theatere in the Round Players
Toro Giving Program
Total Wine and More
Trader Joe’s
United Educator’s Credit Union
Ginny and Michael Walters
Kenneth and Dianne Wedge
Annette and Steven White
Kristi and Matthew Wright
Zach Zehrer
Zerorez of Minnesota
Mark and Mary Ziegler
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sarabeth Ackerman, 

Chair 
Andeavor

Mark Ziegler, 
Vice Chair 
Amerect, Inc.

Michael Zalk, 
Secretary 
Fox Rothschild LLP

Mark Milberger, 
Treasurer

Jeff Gauvin, 
CLP Family Association 
Representative 
Wells Fargo – Retired

Jennifer Harris, 
UG Family Association 
Representative

Beverly Hatlen, 
Founder

Rob Bass, 
Best Buy

Geoff Barnard, 
ConsultBarnard

Rochelle Brandl, 
North Psychology Clinic

Dorothy Edelson, 
North Psychology Clinic

Jennifer Greene, 
Ecolab

Jill Lighty, 
CLP Parent

Jim Schagh, 
SuperValu – Retired

Kierstyn Thayer, 
The Opportunity Network

STAFF
Amy Gudmestad, 

Executive Director



Minnesota Life College

7501 Logan Avenue South 
Suite 2A 
Richfield, MN 55423

612.869.4008 
MinnesotaLifeCollege.org


