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Thank you for your continued support and encouragement of the mission we 
serve.  We are so proud of the Class of 2018 who graduated in May with 100% 
employed and moving into independent living. More and more, we are seeing the 
awesome transition of our students into independent living in the community with 
their friends and a job. And we are so grateful to the community and employer 
partnerships who contribute to our students’ learning experience.  Thank you!

As you already are aware, we have changed our name!  Over the last year, we 
conducted extensive research to help us create a brand position that captures the essence of our 
programs and reflects what we do best. As a result of this research—which included the perspectives 
of students, graduates, board members, leaders, staff, parents, community partners and the public—
the Board of Directors approved a resolution to change the name of our organization. On August 1st. 
we officially changed our name to MICC, pronounced ‘em’ ‘eye’ ‘see’ ‘see’, which stands for Minnesota 
Independence College and Community.

We believe the new name better reflects the equal importance of our Undergraduate Program and 
Community Living Program (CLP); as well as highlight the word “Independence”—a word that is deeply 
meaningful for all of us. 

In alignment with the new name for the organization, the undergraduate programs are known as  
MICC College; the CLP program is called MICC Community and the vocational program is known as  
MICC Careers. We sum up what we stand for in our new tagline: Learn Skills. Experience Life.

Our name change comes at a time of opportunity, growth, and expansion. During the past year, we 
opened the doors to our Community Center, enrolled our largest first year class in our history with  
20 students, established a fourth vocational certificate in Health Services, and the board approved  
the exploration of a second location to serve our growing enrollment needs. Throughout the rest of  
the Annual Report, you will see the positive impact MICC is having on our students, graduates, and  
their families. 

The success we enjoy today comes from the generosity of our entire community who chooses to 
dedicate time, talent, and treasure to MICC. I am confident that the future of MICC is bright. It is  
through our important partnerships, that together we bring the hope, skills, and independence that  
all individuals deserve.

With gratitude,

Amy Gudmestad 
Executive Director

Friends and 
Family of MICC,



Vision
A world where individuals on the autism 
spectrum and those with learning differences 
thrive and are valued.

Values
Integrity; Partnerships; Team Work; Fun; 
Community; Experiential Learning.

Truths
Our truth is: Everyone is different. 
Students experience personal growth when they 
are offered unique and individualized programs, 
because no two individuals have the exact same 
needs. 

Our truth is: People learn best by doing. 
Academic instruction is not enough. By living in 
on-site apartments, and experiencing all that the 
city has to offer, people are better equipped to 
live independently.

Our truth is: Vocation leads to independence. 
The ability to get and keep a job is one of the 
single most important factors to be able to live 
independently.  

Our truth is: Cliffs are inevitable without lifelong 
engagement. 
Adults with ASD and/or learning differences face 
challenges throughout their lifetime and need 
access to a variety of support services in order to 
live a fulfilling, independent life.

Our truth is: Social beings need a social life. 
People gain self-awareness, confidence and  
self-esteem when they can experience 
acceptance and develop friendships.

A vibrant life comes 
from continuous 
learning in the world.

Mission

Every day 
we work to 
transform 
the lives of 
individuals 

and families 
affected 

by autism 
spectrum 

and learning 
differences.
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94%

84%

45%

report they  
make all  
or most  
of the decisions  
about their  
daily routine

THE COMMUNITY COMPETENCY INCLUDES:  
Personal safety in the community, accessing the 
community, community navigation, public transit use, 
independent travel and appointment management

The largest increase in the past 4 years. 

UPON GRADUATION, 
SENIORS INCREASED THEIR 

COMMUNITY COMPETENCY 
SCORES BY 

report that they have  
a lot or some friends

OF STUDENTS

OF STUDENTS
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MICC 
COLLEGE 
MICC College is an intensive, tiered education opportunity for young adults with learning differences 
and autism spectrum disorders. We teach students the skills necessary for long-term, independent living 
and employment not only in the classroom, but also in their own apartment and out in the community. 
Our campus features an apartment-living setting located in a vibrant urban community, which allows 
for continuous teaching and access to competitive employment, safe public transportation, and 
limitless social opportunities.

COLLEGE



40
26% INCREASE IN ACTIVITES  

OFFERED from 2016-2017

This year  
we 

offered 
an 

average 
of participating in two or 

more each month

W
IT

H 76%
ACTIVITIES 

PER MONTH

OF  
MEMBERS

51% 59
take place 
in the new 
Community 
Center

in the year 2018

OF SOCIAL 
ACTIVITIES 

PEER-LED 
ACTIVITIES 
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MICC 
COMMUNITY
MICC Community participants are individuals with learning differences and autism spectrum disorders 
who have successfully completed MICC College and are living independently in the Richfield, MN 
area. MICC Community is a life-long program that provides families with stable communication, 
structure, and guidance; we serve an integral role in the long-term independence of their loved ones. 
Participants are offered apartment-living coaching, career support, and over 40 structured social 
activities per month.



80%

4
100%report that 

they fully or 
mostly made 
the choice  
of where  
to work

Culinary  
Hospitality  
Retail 
Health Services (Fall 2018)

employed at graduation

OF PARTICIPANTS

CERTIFICATES

OF THE CLASS OF 2018
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MICC 
CAREERS
Since the inception of MICC, a program goal has always been for students and graduates to find 
meaningful, paid employment that utilizes their skills. Through MICC Careers, we offer students and 
graduates counseling about how to seek, obtain, and retain employment. The last two consecutive 
years, 100% of our students graduated with paid employment, a statistic that stands in stark contrast to 
the incredibly high rate of unemployment among individuals with autism and learning differences. MICC 
has partnered with Century College to provide career certificate programs as part of our curriculum in 
the areas of Culinary, Hospitality, and Retail. A fourth certificate in Health Services will be added in the 
2018-2019 school year.

CAREERS



DID YOU
KNOW?
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FINANCIALS
Financial Statements for the Year Ended June 30, 2018

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents	 $320,164
Accounts and contributions  
receivable, net	 $466,424
Other assets	 $90,302
Property and equipment, net	 $784,145
Investments	 $1,075,324
Total Assets	 $2,736,359

Liabilities
Current liabilities	 $323,748
Long-term mortgage payable	 $303,269
Total Liabilities	 $627,017

Net Assets
Unrestricted	 $934,671
Board designated	 $1,062,705
Temporarily restricted	 $111,966
Total Net Assets	 $2,109,342

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $2,736,359

Audited financial reports are available upon request from Tim J. Peterson at tpeterson@miccommunity.org

MICC students manage a campus 
garden, and this year they grew 
tomatoes, peppers, and fresh 
herbs to use in Culinary classes.
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BOARD CHAIR 
MESSAGE
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Minnesota Independence College and Community (formerly 
Minnesota Life College), I thank all those who have invested in the organization. The achieved success is 
one we all can share. From the staff who carry out our mission, the students who dedicate themselves to 
attaining independence, the families who entrust MICC with their students, and the volunteers who share 
their gifts of time and talent; Together, we are MICC.

Over the 2017-2018 fiscal year, the Board of Directors guided our organization to one of its most impactful 
years to date. We celebrated the new Community Center after an ambitious capital campaign, 
spearheaded by members of the Board and development staff, generated over $275,000 in investments. 
In partnership with organization leadership, the Board approved a marketing plan to research and 
ultimately rebrand the organization into Minnesota Independence College and Community, the hallmark 
of which is our core belief that everyone deserves the opportunity to discover their full potential and live a 
vibrant life. Heading into 2018-2019, enrollment is at an all-time high, with 48 MICC College students and 70 
members of MICC Community. The Board has acted to consciously address this growing MICC population, 
introducing a new expansion plan to accommodate anticipated increased demand for services.

I also wish to recognize two outgoing members of the Board who dedicated a combined 19 years of 
service to the organization: Jim Schagh and Mike Zalk. Elected in 2005, Jim Schagh brought his financial 
acumen and deep passion for social service to the Board. He served as Treasurer for 8 years, on the 
Finance Committee for all 13 years, and performed a wide range of other vital assistance. Mike Zalk joined 
the Board in 2012, providing immeasurable amounts of guidance to the organization, including invaluable 
legal advice over the years. During his time on the Board, Mike served as Vice Chair, Secretary, and 
participated in Organizational Risk, Finance and Governance committees. It is with great pleasure that I 
heartily thank Mike and Jim for all their hard work, dedication, and generous support and service!

In closing, I am excited for the future of MICC, and I am proud of the organization’s substantial 
accomplishments to date. Above all, under the continued leadership of Executive Director Amy 
Gudmestad, the future of MICC looks bright and full of opportunity for the individuals and families  
it serves! 

With gratitude,

Sarabeth Ackerman 
Outgoing Chair
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THANK YOU,  
DONORS!
On behalf of the MICC Leadership, staff, students, and graduates, it is truly an honor to add our collective 
thanks to all the donors who have invested so generously during the past year. Your generosity provides 
the necessary resources to bring the hope and skills and independence our students deserve. Thank you 
for making MICC one of your philanthropic priorities!

Ben Lentz 
Director of Development

Donors July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
$50,000 - $100,000
Jerry and Jean Marie 
Foss and Family
The Lighty Family

$25,000 - $49,999
Andeavor - 
SuperAmerica
Geoff Barnard and 
Diane Vosick
Beverly and Roe 
Hatlen, and the Hatlen 
Foundation

$15,000 - $24,999
Best Buy
Caliber Foundation
Frances Holden Estate
Giving WoMN
The Owen Family Fund
Kurt and Ann Owen
The Schupbach 
Foundation
Steven and Pamela 
Schupbach
Jeff and Susan Thayer
Ginny and  
Michael Walters
Mark and Mary Ziegler

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous
Blake and Nancy Barnes
Dale E. and  
Jolita D. Benson
Glenn and  
Dr. Susan Isensee
The Johnston Family 
Giving Fund

$5,000 - $9,999
Sarabeth and Evan 
Ackerman
Autism Speaks, Inc.
Adrienne and  
Joseph Carrica
Kay Constantine
Judge Katherine 
Constantine and  
Mike Bono
Craig-Hallum Capital 
Group, LLC
Doug and Julie Craven
Robert Eddy
Susie (Musech), Peter, 
and Sally Fry
Jeffrey and Judy Gauvin
Kai and Amy 
Gudmestad
Paul and Julie Gulstrand
The Kate and  
Rick Hartfiel Fund

John and Shirley Horn
The K Foundation
Tom Knoll
Larson King, LLP
Craig and  
Caroline MacLeod
Wells Fargo Foundation
Michael Zalk

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Autism Advocacy and  
Law Center
Jill Baker
Eric Barnes
Rob and Nancy Bass
Bon Appétit
John and  
Martha Bordwell
Rochelle Brandl
Jay Bruber
Pat and Trina Bryant
Charles Burrill
Mary and  
Joseph Crippen
Scott Drawe
Daniel Japuntich and  
Dr. Dorothy Edelson
Brian and  
Dawn Erdman

Nicole Fetter
Bill and Luci Fetter
Fox Rothschild LLP
Timothy Gabrielsen and  
Julie Gilbertson
Robert E. and  
Joan P. Gerring
Roger and  
Audrey Gilbertson
Kim and  
Kay Gudmestad
Mardi Guzzi
Steve Hargarten and 
Janis Cohn
Michael and  
Katie Hatting
Hilgers Werner LLC
Clifford Hoffman
Roger and  
Ricka Holmgren
Marygrace and  
Michael Horner
Anita Robeson and  
Jerry Johnson
Gary and Marianne 
Josephson
Katie Kemper
Troy and Julie Kirchner
Jodi Lang and  
Mari Scotch
John and Alisa Lickteig
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Littler Mendelson, PC
Marko and Robann  
Otto Mrkonich
The Jason and Deedra 
McAthie Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Stuart and Mary Lou  
McClellan-Johnson
Sharon McCollam
Robert and  
Cheryl McLean
Rebecca and  
Peter Meinz
Dale C. and  
Kristi P. Mensch
Debrah Glennen and  
Donald Miller
Arthur and  
Christine Monzingo
Bennie Monzingo
Northwestern Mutual 
Foundation
John and  
Cheryl Ossenfort
Otness Management
Dr. William and  
Suzanne Payne
Rabbit Creek
Anne Rizzo-Donovan
Thomas and  
Linda Rundle
SC Johnson & Son, Inc.
Jim Schagh and  
Nancy Kipp
Randy and Katherine 
Schneewind

Sue Searl
Eric Taubenberger
Katherine Taylor
Howard and  
Marlies Terpning
Naomi and David 
Tetzlaff
Kierstyn Thayer and  
Kris Galeone
Robert and  
Ardelle Torkelson
Verizon Foundation
J. W. Vosick
Douglas and  
Gayle Willey

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Allegro School of Dance 
and Music, Inc.
Alliance Bernstein
Sherryl Bandt
Tony and Lucy 
Bergmann
Cait and Charles Berth
Best Buy Matching Gift 
Program
Patti Carlin
Jeff and Pam Clarkin
Linda Goren and  
Ned Congdon
Brian and Elizabeth 
Dillon
The Duggan Foundation
Nichole Fairbanks

Bernadette and  
Kyle Finken
John and Lisa Freeman
Jim and Mary Frey
Julie Fuell
Kathleen and  
Ronald Fuell
Dr. Abbie Hamilton and  
Michael Benneyworth
Joe and Joan Hammell
Tim and Stephanie 
Hanson
Sherre Hemming and 
Lisa Lavin
Claudia Hendrix
Jennifer Huang and 
Justin Pugh
Brad and Cindy 
Johanson
Ryan Kierth
Tim Klinkhammer and  
Linda Madsen
Mark and Sonia Lager
Kara and Dan Lattu
LoRene and  
Steven Leikind
Ben and Marie Lentz
Richard Libby and  
Margaret Saline
J. T. and Margaret 
Lindberg
Christopher and  
Susan Lyons
Marie Meglen
Tom Melhorn
Neil and Gail Meyer

Scott Mortensen
Steve Olson
Brigid O’Malley and  
Mike Mazur
Mark Otness
Geoff Paine and 
Elizabeth Kessler
Tim J. Peterson
David and Sarah 
Poindexter
Jim and Nancy Proman
Robert Purdy
Reiling Construction Inc
Frank and Diana Reiter
Drew Rosielle and  
Sarah Thompson
Andy and Lisa 
Sackreiter
Pam and Forrest Sartell
Catherine Schagh
Clare Schmid and  
Jeff DeBo
Jim and Carrie Schwert
Ray Seeger and Nancy  
Lavander Seeger
Lisa Keitel and  
Eric Sjostrom
Brien and Kristine 
Spanier
Douglas and  
Wendy Steele
John F. and  
Jill L. Thompson
Lyle and Gail Torgerson
Cheryl and  
Lee Tourtillott
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Robin Wagner
Deb and Tom Wall
John White
Wendy Wiesman
Michael and  
Pamela Woytcke
Peggy and Tony Zodrow

$1 - $499
Anonymous
Joe and Julie Abelovitz
AmazonSmile
Vinothini Ambrose
Ameriprise Financial, 
Inc.
Chas Anderson
Donna and Pod Steven 
Anderson
Gary and  
Linda Anderson
Jean and  
Greg Anderson
Kathy Anderson
Sarah and  
Wes Arentson
AT&T - Matching Gift 
Program
Kelly Bach
Ellie Barragry
Leo and Diane Barton
Margaret Batchelder
Donna Beaudet
Nola and  
Edward Becher
Joye and Ken Bedard
Mary Jo Bellinger
Diana and  
Steve Benjamin
David and  
Nancie Bennett
Jessie and  
Joe Bergman

Beth Weishan and  
Scott Herzog
Henry and  
Julie Blissenbach
Peter Malcolm Boldon
Jessica and Joe Bradley
Kathryn “Kit” Martin 
Briem
Scott and Kerry Brons
Erik Brown and  
Barbara Weinstein
Steve and Hala Buck
Leslie and Peter Bugg
Ken and Virginia Bureau
Greg and Donna Burns
Roger Burton
Lloyd and Rwanda 
Campbell
Peter Caraher
Aaron and Kara Carper
Jean and Marc Carrier
Casey Cheeseman
Denise Ciola
John and Mary Clark
Christine and  
Josh Cleveland
Courtney Colby and 
Mike Olson
Sally Combs
Hannah Crippen
Philip and Joan Currie
Bruce H. and  
Martha A. Danielson
Martha Danielson
Joan Dauphinee
Susan Davis
Robert Davis
Christopher and  
Laurie Develice
Barb Dolan
Driftwood Builders Inc.

Jenney Egertson
Nita and Eldean 
Enderson
Jane Erckenbrack
John T. Everett and  
Kim L. Keprios
William and  
Laura Fedock
David and  
Diana Ficocello
Bernette Finley-Drawe
Terry J. Fisher and  
Kristin  N. Hankwitz
Jenny Fitzsimons
Glen Fladeboe
Berit and Patrick Foulks
Linda Fowler
Betty Fremont
Kelly and Dave Friesen
David and Kelly Friesen
Tulla and Roland Froyen
Elaine Fuell
Matt and Liz Furman
Jeanne Gauvin
Michelle Gauvin
George and  
Linda Gianouis
Giving Assistant, Inc.
Walter George Glascoff
Annette and Craig 
Gmyrek
Daniel and  
Karen Goedken
Kathryn Good
Sarah Gorajski
Robin and James Gotta
Alice Govig
Patrick Grant Sr.
Judd Greenagel and  
Jennifer Lauerman
Lisa Greenbush

Samuel and Amy Gross
Tessa Gudmestad
Darian and Darcy Hala
Candace Hall and  
Terrence Murdock
Lukas Hampton
Jeffrey and  
Rebecca Hanel
Cooper Hanning and 
Molly Butler
Alison and  
Matthew Hargarten
Bill and Debbie Harnen
Shawn Hartfeldt
Brian and  
Mary Hassinger
Lars Hatlen
Dennis and Kay Hawley
Lucy and Kip Heegaard
Paula and Doug Hemer
Marlys and  
Dave Herstad
Anna and Ryan Hilfers
Jody and Al Hilgers
Brad and  
Emily Hiranaga
Joan and  
Harry Hoffman
Mark and  
Kathie Hoffman
Debra Houdek
Stephen and  
Dixie Houston
Rebekah Hudock, Ph. D., 
L.P., NCSP
Rebecca V. Hull
Megan Humphries
Thomas and  
Elizabeth Hyde
Abdi Iman
Michael and  
Katherine Jacobs

MICC continued its partnership with 
Best Buy with a campus Bee Hive! 
Located near MICC’s Community 
Center, the hive’s honey will be used 
in the Bon Appétit kitchen located at 
Best Buy headquarters.
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Heather Jeche and 
Larry Klimek
Tyler and Susan Jensch
Lance and  
Janet Johnson
Lee E Johnson
Mark and  
Jennifer Johnson
Rusty and  
Adrienne Jonas
Monte and  
Cynthia Jones
Brent and  
Nan Shipp Jones
Nina Jonson
Kathryn Joy
Terri and Gary Judson
James and Jennifer 
Rogers Keitel
Lisa K. Keitel
Colleen and  
James (JB) Kennedy
Susanne and  
Greg Kenton
Karen Kirchner
Martin Kirsch
Barb Klatt
Donald Krebs
Emily Lammert
Dr. John and  
Jennifer Lammert
Jane Larson
Mary Kay Lee
Thomas and  
Barbara Lee
Frank Losurdo
Laura Losurdo
Steve Loughlin
Kurt and T.C. Loving
Jeff Lundin
Emily Maki
Chad Mandziuk
Denise Martin
Jay and Merrill Martin
Deb McClure
Terry McGinley
Thomas Meehan
Sunil Mehta
Cathy Mendenhall
Kelly and  
Andriette Million
Gary and Pamela Mills

Erin and Abigail Moffitt
David Morehouse and  
Christie Paulsen
Kelly Moriarty
Megan Moriarty
Nick Mozena and  
Maura Daugherty
Deb Mueller
Sheila Myers
Ben Myrick
Theodore and  
Judy Nagel
Natalie Nauman
Brandon Navara
Meg Neuville
Bryan Nodorft
Cindy Nollette, M.A., L.P.
Mark Nunemacher
Mary and Kevin O’Hara
Diane and Corey Olson
Karen O’Neill
The Orenstein Family 
Fund
Pat and Susie Orr
Molly Oswood
Sarah Owen
Mary Elizabeth Owens
Jill Pennie and  
Mark Pearson
Gail and Chris Peck
Gretchen Peck
Laura Peck
Debbie Pepe
David and  
Nancy Peterson
Jenn and  
Adam Peterson
Neal Peterson and  
Deanna Thompson
Christian Pieper
Amanda and  
Julie Pitsenbarger
Edward J. and  
Peggy L. Pluimer
Kathleen and  
Kurt Possai
Brenda Raney
Wyayn Rasmussen
DeAnne and Gary 
Rauschendorfer
Joe Richardson
Michele Rifkin

Holly Robbins
Robert W. Baird and Co. 
of Edina
Julia Robinson
Warren and  
Barbara Russell
Lindsey Ryan
Marjorie Saline
Scott and  
Anne Saveraid
Debra Saxhaug
Cathy and  
David Scanlon
Eric and  
Marjorie Schaffer
Richard and  
Nancy Scherer
Kathleen and  
Gordon Schiltz
Susan and Jim Schmid
Edward and  
Judy Schuck
Melvin and Sydell Ruth 
Schulman
Chris and  
Annette Scotti
Karen Seglem
Dennis and  
Barbara Senneseth
Matt Sieh
Alex Sievers
Julia Simenson-Smith
Teri Berglund and  
Sue Sjeklocha
Talla Skogmo and  
Mark McNeil
Melody and Lad Sledz
Wesley and Dianne Sly
Sue and  
Hadassa Smart
Patricia Smuda-Behr
Nancy and  
John Solberg
Adam and  
Rachel Stock Spilker
Brenda and  
Susan Sunderdance
William E. Sutherland
Joanie Swanson
David Swenson
Mary Swisher
Mark C. Taylor and  
Jane Mercier

Mark and Tracy 
Templeton
Steve and  
Susan Thinnes
Brennon and Lynn 
Thomas
David and  
Kathryn Thomas
Christopher and  
Melissa Thompson
Mark and  
Marjore Thompson
Zach and  
Lexi Thompson
Thrivent Financial 
Foundation
Sarah Tittle
Cynthia Topel
Audrey and  
Barry Ultmann
Mary Ursu
Jack and DeeDee  
Van de North
Cheryl Vogel
Michelle Vosick
Voya Financial
Gretchen Vrieze
Ann Wagner
Dianne and  
Kenneth Wedge
Dennis Weishan
Jim and  
Debbie Weishan
John and Mary Weishan
Randy Werner
Annette and  
Steven White
Ricky Whitmore
Beth and Robert Wied
Lois C. Willand
Kate and Bruce Wilson
Kate and  
Kevin Yelvington
David Zalk
Dennis and  
Kathleen Zant
Patrick Zant
Scott Zastoupil and  
Becky Waege
Zach Zehrer
Laurie Zenner
Gretchen Ziegler
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Leadership Donors 
$25,000 +
Geoff Barnard and 
Diane Vosick
Jerry and Jean Marie 
Foss and Family
Roe and Beverly  
Hatlen Family-Eventyr 
Investments, LP
The Isensee Family
The Lighty Family
The Ziegler Family

$10,000-$24,999
Blake and Nancy Barnes
Judy and Jeff Gauvin
The Thayer Family
The Walters Family

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Kai and  
Amy Gudmestad
Kierstyn Thayer and  
Kristin Galeone
Michael D. Zalk

$1,000-$4,999
Rochelle Brandl
Pat and Trina Bryant
Mike Bono and Judge 
Katherine Constantine
Craig-Hallum Capital 
Group, LLC
Kate and Rick Hartfiel
John and Shirley Horn
Marygrace and  
Michael Horner

The Family of  
Mark Josephson
Rebecca Meinz
Arthur and  
Christine Monzingo
SC Johnson & Son, Inc.
Jim Schagh and  
Nancy Kipp
Randy and Katherine 
Schneewind
Pam and  
Steve Schupbach

$1-$999
Evan and  
Sarabeth Ackerman
Tony and  
Lucy Bergmann
Dr. Dorothy Edelson and  
Daniel Japuntich

Nicole Fetter
Sherre Hemming and 
Lisa Lavin
Brigid O’Malley and  
Mike Mazur
Laura Peck
Robert Purdy
Reiling Construction Inc.
Linda and  
Thomas Rundle
Talla Skogmo and  
Mark McNeil

In Kind Donors
Rob and Nancy Bass
Fox Rothschild LLP
Nicolelli Architects LLC
Brien and Kristine 
Spanier
Zinpro

Community Center Donors
Thank you to our generous donors who made gifts to MICC’s Community Center campaign.

Minnesota Independence College and Community gratefully recognizes these donors whose gifts 
continue to transform the lives of individuals and families affected by autism spectrum disorders and 
learning differences.
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Tributes

In Kind Donors – $500 And Above

IN HONOR OF

Robert James Alge
by Dale E. and  
Jolita D. Benson

Ashley and  
John Barnard
by Eric and  
Marjorie Schaffer

John Barnard
by Steve and Hala Buck

Barnes Family
by Philip and  
Joan Currie

Rob Bass
by Sharon McCollam

Paul Becher
by Sheila Myers

Robbie Bryant
by Pat and Trina Bryant

Aaron Carper
by Arthur and  
Christine Monzingo

Dorothy Edelson
by Melvin and  
Sydell Ruth Schulman

Sam and Edith Edelson
by Daniel Japuntich 
and Dr. Dorothy Edelson

Ashley Goedken
by John and Mary Clark

Karen Goedken
by Anonymous,  
and Thomas and 
Elizabeth Hyde

Leslie Goedken
by Anonymous

Amy Gudmestad
by Denise Ciola

Annie Hartfiel
by Lucy and  
Kip Heegaard

Rick and Kate Hartfiel
by The Orenstein Family 
Fund

Beverly and Roe Hatlen
by Thomas and 
Barbara Lee

Mark Josephson
by Gary and  
Marianne Josephson, 
and Mary Kay Lee

Lisa Keitel and  
Eric Sjostrom
by Sarah Tittle

Raymond Kennedy
by Kathleen and 
Gordon Schiltz

John and  
Nancy Lindahl
by David and  
Kathryn Thomas

Natalie Losurdo
by Anonymous,  
Donna Beaudet,  
Frank Losurdo, and 
Laura Losurdo

Ann Meehan
by Kelly Bach,  
Barb Dolan,  
Jeanne Gauvin, 
Michelle Gauvin, 
Thomas Meehan,  
Mary Elizabeth Owens, 
Joe Richardson,  
Warren and  
Barbara Russell, 
Michelle Vosick,  
Dennis Weishan,  
Jim and Debbie 
Weishan, and  
John and Mary Weishan

Jeffrey Monzingo
by Bennie Monzingo

Cari Ossenfort
by John and  
Cheryl Ossenfort

Ashley Rundle
by Thomas and  
Linda Rundle

Kari Thayer
by Donna and Pod 
Steven Anderson,  
Laura Peck, and  
Jeff and Susan Thayer

Kierstyn Thayer
by Kathy Anderson

Tom and Betty Thayer
by Jeff and  
Susan Thayer

Bill and Susan Traff
by Marko and Robann 
Otto Mrkonich

IN MEMORY

Rev. Conrad and 
Swanhild Thompson
by Mark and  
Marjorie Thompson

Align Whole Health 
Coaching
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP
Linda Fowler
Fox Rothschild, LLP
Hilgers Werner LLC
John and Shirley Horn
Jane Kuhn and  
Robert Bensch

LoRene and  
Steven Leikind
Phillip and Jill Lighty
Cathy Mendenhall
Jeff Myhre
Nicolelli Architects, LLC
Cindy Nollette, M.A., L.P.
Park Tavern

PinKU Japanese  
Street Food and  
Chef John Sugimura
Katherine Taylor
Chef Max Thompson
Total Wine and More
Cheryl and  
Lee Tourtillott

Ginny and  
Michael Walters
Dianne and  
Kenneth Wedge
Michael and  
Pamela Woytcke
Mark and Mary Ziegler

MICC students and members 
practiced improv at the historic 
Brave New Workshop in downtown 
Minneapolis!



ANNUAL REPORT 2017-2018 15

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

NATIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD

MICC LEADERSHIP

Sarabeth Ackerman, 
Chair 
Andeavor

Mark Ziegler, Vice Chair 
Amerect, Inc. 

Michael Zalk, Secretary 
Fox Rothschild LLP

Becca Meinz, Treasurer 
Best Buy

Rob Bass,  
Best Buy

Rochelle Brandl,  
North Psychology Clinic

Dorothy Edelson,  
North Psychology Clinic

Nikki Fetter,  
Navigant

Jeff Gauvin, 
Family Association 
Representative 
Wells Fargo-Retired

Beverly Hatlen,  
Life Director 
Founder

Susan Isensee, 
Family Association 
Representative 
Dean Health Systems

Katie Kemper,  
Global Bridges: 
Healthcare Alliance for 
Tobacco Dependence 
Treatment

Jill Lighty,  
Community Parent

Jim Schagh,  
SuperValu-Retired

Kierstyn Thayer,  
The Opportunity 
Network

Gretchen Vrieze,  
Target 

John Belew, Ph.D., M.S., 
R.N., C.D.D.N.

Joan Gerring, M.D.

Karen Goedken,  
P.H.N., M.S.

Beverly Hatlen,  
M.P.H., P.H.N., R.N.

Rebekah Hudock,  
Ph.D., L.P., NCSP

Brenda Smith Myles, 
Ph.D.

Cindy Nollette, M.A., L.P.

John O’Brien, LICSW

Ann Ryan, Ph.D.

L. Lynn Stansberry-
Brusnahan, Ph.D. 

Amy Gudmestad, 
Executive Director

Tim J. Peterson,  
Director of Finance 

Ben Lentz,  
Director of 
Development

Sarah Arentson,  
Director of Careers 
Programs

Aaron Carper,  
Director of  
Community Programs

Anna Hilfers,  
Director of College 
Programs
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Bon Appétit
Corporate  
Community Champion

United Educators  
Credit Union
Organization  
Community Champion

Candace Hall-Murdock
Director of Culinary Services,  
Walker Methodist Care Suites

Individual  
Community Champion

The Community Champion Awards celebrate those who embody the values and mission of MICC and 
are presented annually in the following categories: Corporate, Organization, and Individual. We thank 
these partners for their generosity of spirit and dedication to the success of our students and members.

2018 COMMUNITY 
CHAMPIONS 

2017 Awardees
Best Buy
Corporate Community Champion

Southdale YMCA
Organization Community Champion

Cindy Nollette, M.A., L.P.
Individual Community Champion

2016 Awardees
Northern Tier
Corporate Community Champion

True Friends
Organization Community Champion

Lynn Brusnahan, Ph. D.
Individual Community Champion



DID YOU
KNOW?

MICC students 
participate in a 

photography class! 

Take a look at this 
image by Patrick. 
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In 2008, Roger Holmgren was having trouble 
keeping busy in retirement. Seeking ideas 
from his family, he learned about a volunteer 
opportunity at an organization his niece was 
attending. Curious to learn more, Roger met with 
Amy Gudmestad and was quickly courted to 
serve as the Gala Silent Auction Lead. Over the 
past 10 Galas, Roger has had a significant impact 
on the Gala and MICC.

After a career in technology, Roger was the 
perfect person to come in and build out a 
well-organized process of soliciting, collecting 
and organizing over a hundred silent auction 
items each year. What started out as an avenue 
to keep busy and be involved, has turned into 
a passion for MICC. Roger states “based on 
the great development my niece has shown 
since graduating from MICC and what I learn 
about other students/grads during the gala 

from speakers and silent 
auction shoppers, I’m 
convinced MICC is a 
wonderful place for young 
adults on the autism 
spectrum and with other 
learning differences to 
grow within and beyond 
their direct families and 
into the real world.”

MICC thanks Roger for sharing his time, talent, 
and treasure. His dedication has touched the 
lives of our students and families for 10 years and 
will continue to do so long after his final gala.

If you are interested in volunteering with MICC, 
contact Ben Lentz, Director of Development at 
blentz@miccommunity.org or 612.876.9405.

VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT 
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College – Experiences
1	 Brave New Workshop: Minneapolis, MN
2	 Edina Arts Center: Edina, MN
3	 Southdale YMCA: Edina, MN
4	 Southdale Library: Edina, MN
5	 Cascade River State Park (retreat): Lutsen, MN
6	 Detroit Lakes (retreat): Detroit Lakes, MN
7	 Wood Lake Nature Center: Richfield, MN
8	 Mall of America: Bloomington, MN

9	 Decorah, IA (retreat): Decorah, IA
10	 Midtown Global Market: Minneapolis, MN
11	 Minneapolis Institute of Art: Minneapolis, MN
12	 Pine Tree Apple Orchard: White Bear Lake, MN
13	 Hyland Lake Park Reserve: Bloomington, MN

Community – Social Opportunities
14	 Washington, D.C. (trip)
15	 Alaska (trip through Margaret’s Missions)
16	 Target Field: Minneapolis, MN

é

5

6

9

18

15

14

PROGRAMS MAP
MICC leverages the uniqueness of the Twin Cities metro area with 
all its excitement, challenges and diversity to teach our students 
skills to become independent. They learn how to use public 
transportation - including buses, light-rail trains, and airplanes –  
to travel to work, learning centers, entertainment venues, and 
organized trips around the United States. This map represents 
a few of the many places MICC students and graduates visit 
throughout the year.



BROOKLYN PARK

EDINA

RICHFIELD

BLOOMINGTON

APPLE
VALLEY

WHITE
BEAR
LAKE

MINNEAPOLIS

ST. PAUL

ANNUAL REPORT 2017-2018 19

32

33

17	� Second Harvest Heartland (volunteer event): 
Brooklyn Park, MN

18	 Wolf Ridge (retreat): Finland, MN
19	 Minnesota Zoo: Apple Valley, MN
20	 Bde Maka Ska: Minneapolis, MN

Careers – Employers
21	 Bon Appétit: Richfield, MN
22	 Great Wolf Lodge: Bloomington, MN
23	 Walker Methodist Care Suites: Edina, MN

24	 Super America: Richfield, MN
25	 Dairy Queen: Richfield, MN
26	 Dairy Queen: Edina, MN
27	 MSP Airport: Minneapolis, MN
28	 Loffler: Minneapolis, MN
29	 AMC Southdale 16: Edina, MN
30	 Juut Salon Spa: Minneapolis, MN
31	 Brookdale Senior Living: Edina, MN
32	 Walgreens: Edina, MN
33	 Bergens SuperValu: Minneapolis, MN

1
16

19

20

17

2
3

4

2931

30

7

8 22

27

28

21
23 24

25
26

13

10
11

12
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INVEST  
IN MICC
Access
Our goal is to meet 50% of a family’s 
identified financial need through MICC 
Financial Assistance. For many families, 
this assistance is the only way to alleviate 
the financial barriers that would otherwise 
restrict access to our program.

Growth & 
Improvement
1 in 59 children is diagnosed with an 
autism spectrum disorder or learning 
difference. Investment in MICC allows us 
to grow our facilities and programming to 
accommodate more individuals who need 
these critical resources.

Program 
Innovation
MICC is a true pioneer in the field of 
community integration and independence 
for adults with autism spectrum disorders 
and learning differences. Innovation, 
experimentation, and exploration are 
necessary for MICC to be successful in 
program delivery. To remain competitive, 
we must continually evolve and enhance 
our curriculum to meet current economic 
conditions and employment trends.

Ways to Invest
Phone
To donate over the phone, please call our 
Development Department at 612.876.9418; we 
can process donations made with American 
Express, MasterCard, Visa cards.

Mail
Please make checks payable to “Minnesota 
Independence College and Community” and  
send to:

Minnesota Independence College & Community 
7501 Logan Avenue S, Suite 2A 
Richfield, MN 55423

Online
www.miccommunity.org/donate-today

Stocks, Bonds or Other 
Appreciated Property
If you’d like to make a gift of stock, please 
download our stock gift form at  
www.miccommunity.org/ways-to-donate

Contact our Development Department at 
612.876.9405 or consult your tax advisor to learn 
more about the benefits of donating securities.



DID YOU
KNOW?

MICC students 
participated in a 

fiber arts weaving 
class with artist 

Chiaki O’Brien.
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Sponsorship
The MICC annual Gala gathers over 800 
community members from across the country 
to celebrate our mission and all those who help 
bring it to life. The theme of this year’s Gala is 
“Expedition Independence: What’s Your New 
Frontier?” celebrating the spirit of exploration 
and limitless possibility of our students and 
graduates as they achieve independence! If 
you’ve been to this event, you already know 
it’s one of the most enjoyable galas in the Twin 
Cities—casual, theme-based, and fast-paced. 
If you haven’t attended in the past, we’d love to 
have you join us this year!

As we prepare for the Gala on March 23, 2019 
at Renaissance Minneapolis Hotel, The Depot, 
we’d like to be able to count on your support as 
an event sponsor. Contact Ben Lentz, Director of 
Development at 612.876.9405 to learn more. 

Planned Giving
Estate gifts allow you to include MICC in your 
will or estate plan in order to contribute funds 
or property. By planning ahead, you may be 
able to increase income, avoid taxes, and make 
a generous gift in the future. You can create a 
legacy gift by naming Minnesota Independence 
College and Community on the beneficiary 
form of a savings, checking, or pension account; 
remembering MICC in a will or living trust; or 
using a more complex instrument such as a 
charitable life-income trust. Legacy gifts are 
powerful and demonstrate your commitment to 
the work and mission of MICC.

Contact our Development Department at 
612.876.9405.

16th Annual Gala
Saturday, March 23, 2019



Minnesota Independence  
College and Community
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